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Chicago Catholic - Muslim  

Plenary Taking Shape 

WASHINGTON - Plans continue to take shape for 

the first Catholic-Muslim Plenary to be held at the 

Chicago Theological Union from October 9-10, 2011.  

Scheduled events include a  keynote address by Dr. 

John Borelli, a Founders Session, Co-Chair Roundta-

ble, regional meetings and mixed region breakout ses-

sions to discuss issues of common concern on the na-

tional scene.     

     “We have scheduled plenty of free time outside 

the formal sessions so that members of the various 

regional dialogues will have lots of time to meet one 

another,” said Fr. Leo Walsh, Associate Director at 

the SEIA.  “We are also trying to be very cognizant 

and respectful of people’s personal schedules.”    

    Currently the USCCB Committee on Ecumenical 

and Interreligious Affairs co-sponsors three regional 

dialogues, one on the West Coast, one in the Midwest 

and one in the Mid-Atlantic.  The national plenary 

was initiated as a way to facilitate communication 

between the members of the three dialogues and to 

establish a forum that can address issues on a national 

level.  In the future, plenary meetings are expected to 

take place every three years.  Staff will continue to 

work out the details of the program in the coming 

months.  In the meantime, feel free to write in with 

comments and suggestions.   

Dialogues Take Next Step  

October 9-10, 2011 

Religions for Peace Indonesian  

Delegation Visits USCCB Offices  

WASHINGTON - On December 1, 2010, the SEIA and staff from 

the USCCB Departments of Justic, Peace and Human Develop-

ment, and Migration Refugee Services were pleased to host an in-

terreligious delegation from Indonesia.  Sponsored by Religions 

for Peace International, the group was actually a reciprocal delega-

tion to one from the U.S. that visited Indonesia the previous fall as 

part of RFP International’s U.S.-Indonesian Cooperation Forum 

Program.   

     Members of delegation included Prof. Dr. Din  Syamsuddin, 

Chairman of Muhammadiya, Bishop Martinus Situmorang, Presi-

dent of the Catholic Bishops Conference of Indonesia, Prof Dr. 

Philip K. Widjaja, Secretary General of the Indonesian Buddhists 

Association, among others.   

    Topics discussed included issues related to human trafficking,  

religious freedom, and interreligious relations.  
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A Visit From Buddha’s Light International and University of the West 

WASHINGTON - On November 

23, 2010, SEIA and JPHD were 

delighted to host a visit from four 

Buddhist nuns from Buddha’s 

Light International Association 

and the Buddhist University of the 

West.   

    The visit was facilitated by Jo-

seph Merante and Bruce Wilson of 

the Humpty Dumpty Institute, an 

international humanitarian organi-

zation which forges innovative 

public-private partnerships to find 

solutions to difficult humanitarian 

problems through a series of 

unique programs.   

    Also attending and serving “old 

man tea” was Dr. Charles Jones, 

Associate Dean of Undergraduate 

Theology  at Catholic University 

of America.   

Conference Staff and Buddhist Visitors - from l to r: Ven. Yi Kung, Rev. Miao-
hong, Virginia Farris, Fr. Leo Walsh, Ven. Mother Tzu Chuang, Dr. Charles 
Jones and Ven. Yung Chuan 
 

Hindus and Christians Compare Song of Soloman, Gita Govinda  
POTOMAC, MD - April 8-9, 2011, marked the fifteen time that Catholic, Protestant and Hindu scholars and practitio-

ners met at Rockwood Manor in Potomac.  The topic of their discussion was a comparative study of the Song of Solo-

mon and the Gita Govinda.  The group also made preliminary plans to publish a record of their meetings over the last 

fifteen years, including discussions on the nature of the soul, spiritual growth, the meaning of suffering, spiritual disci-

pline, incarnation and theodicy, among others.  Christian participants included Dr. Gerald Carney, Rev. James Reding-

ton, SJ, Mr. Sam Wagner, Fr. Jim Wiseman, OSB, Fr. Leo Walsh, Dr. Ed Shirley and Fr. Philip Simo.  Hindu partici-

pants were Sraddhavei Dasi, D.C. Rao, Grunda Dasa (Dr. Graham Schweig), Ravindra Svarupa Dasa, Annutama Dasa, 

Rukmini Walker, Dvija Mani Das, and Ananda Vrindavenesvari.  The meeting is sponsored by the International Society 

of Krishna Consciousness (ISKON) 

Ananda Vrindavanesvari (left) sings part of the Gita 
Govinda, accompanied by Dr. Graham Schweig 
(Garunda Dasa)   

Dvija Mani Das, (center) presents to members of the Christian-
Vaishnava Retreat held April 8-9, 2011, in Potomac Maryland.   
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Continued on Page 4 

MID-ATLANTIC CATHOLIC -MUSLIM DIALOGUE DISCUSSES PRINCIPLES OF  
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION, EXAMINES INTERRELIGIOUS PROGRAMS  
 

SOMERSET, NJ—The Mid-Atlantic Catholic-

Muslim Dialogue continued developing a strategic 

plan for interreligious education at its meeting in 

the headquarters of Why Islam Project of the Is-

lamic Circle of North America (ICNA) in Somerset, 

New Jersey, April 13-14. Co-sponsored by the 

United States Conference of Catholic Bishops 

(USCCB) and ICNA, the dialogue continued to ex-

amine how religious education curricula and text-

books represent the beliefs, practices and followers 

of other religions.  

     “Our dialogue has taken on renewed urgency 

since we met last year,” said Catholic co-chair, 

Auxiliary Bishop Denis Madden of Baltimore, in 

his opening remarks. Madden noted how tensions 

over religious freedom in the nation can be used to 

capture the public’s imagination regarding the importance of interreligious dialogue, while also becoming an 

opportunity for some public officials and commentators to exploit such conflicts for political gain.  

     “Because of our past and present experience as an immigrant people, we Catholics are very sensitive to our 

Muslim brothers and sisters when they come under intense scrutiny by the mass media or government offi-

cials,” Bishop Madden said.  

     In the opening presentation, “Islamic Principles of Education,” Talat Sultan, Ph. D, Muslim co-chair, ex-

plained how all principles of Islamic education find their origin in an appreciation of the unity of God. He ex-

plained how the ideal Islamic instructional process emanates from three principles: Samaôa, being accountable 

for one’s ability to listen, reason, and appreciate the accumulated knowledge of mankind; Basara, the quality 

of “perception and observation” that allows participation in scientific investigation; and Fuôad, creative action 

that flows from both deductive and inductive learning. In the ensuing discussion, participants noted how im-

portant it is for every religious educational system today to engage the more pervasive secular educational and 

social environments. The challenge is to discern how to engage the values of secular society in a constructive 

manner.  

     The second session featured two short presentations on interreligious programs currently in use in the 

United States and in England. Catholic educator Al Grindon of Los Angeles reported on an innovative multi-

religious project called “Peace by Piece” in Atlanta, which brings together three high schools from the Catho-

lic, Jewish and Muslim communities. Distinct for 

being school-based rather than congregation-

based, the program seeks to build up the experien-

tial, relational and practical aspects of interrelig-

ious education of students.  

     The dialogue also heard from Ataullah Sid-

diqui, Ph.D, fellow at Woodstock Theological 

Center at Georgetown University, Washington. 

Presenting on Muslim-Christian cooperation in the 

United Kingdom, Siddiqui pointed out how in ear-

lier years it was difficult to integrate Muslim 

teachers into the religious education courses man-

dated by English law. An innovative approach was 

first achieved by founding training programs for 

chaplaincies in hospitals and other health care in-
Dr. Naeem Baig (left) and Dr. Zahid Bukhari of ICNA.  
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stitutions. This became a model for the schools. Siddiqui has helped develop programs in which imams and 

Islamic scholars from abroad come to the U.K. for study and inter-cultural encounters that cultivate apprecia-

tion for the multi-religious milieu of Europe. “In every interreligious educational setting, we need to let the 

other define him or herself,” said Siddiqui. 

“Islam should be taught by Muslims; Christian-

ity should be taught by Christians.”  

     Other Muslim representatives in attendance 

included ICNA president Zahid Bukhari, Ph.D; 

Imam Hamad Ahmad Chebli, Islamic Society of 

Central New Jersey; Imam Hafiz Zafeer Ali, 

ICNA Headquarters; Imam Muhammad Abdul 

Jabban, Ph.D, Masjid Darul Qur’an, Bayshore, 

New York; Shaykh Abdool Rahman Khan, resi-

dent scholar, Islamic Foundation Villa Park, 

Chicago; Muhhammad T. Rahman, secretary 

general, ICNA, Jamaica, New York; and Naeem 

Baig, Ph.D, vice president, ICNA, dialogue 

staff. 

     Additional Catholic representatives included Christian Brother David Carroll, Aquinas Chair of Catholic 

Studies, Thomas Aquinas College, Sparkill, New York; Father Sidney Griffith, chairman of the Institute of 

Christian Oriental Research, The Catholic University of America; Pim Valkenberg, Ph.D, Loyola University, 

Maryland; Sandra Keating, Ph.D, Providence College; Paulist Father Thomas Ryan, Ecumenical and Interre-

ligious Officer, Paulist Fathers; and Father Leo Walsh, STD, USCCB staff.  

     The next meeting will be held April 18-19, 2012, at St. Paul’s College, in Washington.  

     The Mid-Atlantic Dialogue between Catholics and Muslims has been sponsored jointly by the USCCB 

Committee for Ecumenical and Interreligious Affairs and ICNA since 1996. Its latest statement, Marriage: 

Roman Catholic and Sunni Muslim Perspectives, and other information about the dialogue are available on the 

USCCB Website at http://www.usccb.org/seia/ and at www.whyislam.org.  

Continued from Page 3 

Al Grindon presents to the members of the Mid -Atlantic Dialogue between 
Catholics and Muslims.  

CEIA joins ñShoulder to 
Shoulderò Campaign Against 
Anti -Muslim Bigotry  
WASHINGTON - At its recent meeting on March 12, 

2011, the Committee on Ecumenical and Interreligious 

Affairs voted to formally participate in a national 

multi-religious campaign to combat anti-Muslim big-

otry. Called “Shoulder to Shoulder: Standing with 

American Muslims—Upholding American Values.” 

The campaign has brought together a wide variety of 

leadership from the Christian, Muslim, Jewish and 

Sikh traditions, among others.  

     The campaign envisions having three primary em-

phases: (1) advocating with lawmakers, primarily for a 

“Muslim American Heritage Month”, (2) a national 

media campaign, and (3) grass roots organizing ef-

forts. An immediate issue of concern to the campaign, 

as well as to many other Muslim organizations, was 

the hearings that have been called by Representative Peter King, Chairman of the House Committee on Home-

land Security. Our partners in dialogue were understandably concerned that these hearings 

From left to right, Rev. Dr. Kenneth Brooker Langston, Christian Church 
(Disciples of Christ, Rev. Richard Killmer,National Religious  Campaign 
Against Torture, Mr. Safaa Zazour, President of ISNA, Fr. James Massa, 
Executive Director, SEIA and Mohamed Elsanousi, ISNA, walk shoulder to 
shoulder on their way to the recent press conference on March 10, 2011.   

Continued on Page 5 
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May 24-25, 2011éé.West Coast Dialogue Between Catholics and Muslims, Orange, CA  

October 9-10, 2011é..Muslim Plenary, Chicago, IL  

October 11, 2011éé.CEIA Meeting, Chicago, IL  

October 11-13, 2011éCADEIO Faiths in the World Committee Meeting, Chicago, IL  
November, 2011éé...Sikh - Catholic Consultation, Washington, DC  

SEIA Interreligious News 

Rev. Leo A. Walsh, S.T.D., Editor 

3211 4th Street NE, Washington, DC 20017 

Email: lwalsh@usccb.org   Website: www.usccb.org/seia 

ñBuilding mutual respect, appreciation and understanding one relationship at a time.ò  

     Carol Burnett used to close her 

show with a song that ended, ñSeems 

we just get started then before you know 

it, comes the time we have to say, óSo 

long!ôò   

     That’s a little bit how I felt this past 

March when my bishop called me back 

to my home archdiocese in Anchorage, Alaska.  As many 

of you know, as a diocesan priest, I am serving at the 

USCCB while “on loan” from my archbishop.  Unfortu-

nately, the needs back home are such that he requested me 

to return before my term here was complete.  I leave the 

USCCB is on May 27th.   The good news is that my suc-

cessor, Dr. Anthony Cirelli, formerly of St. John’s Univer-

sity in New York, will be coming on as Associate Director 

beginning September 6th.   

     Throughout my two years here at the Conference, I have 

had the honor and the opportunity to collaborate with so 

many who are doing so much good work all over the coun-

try, all the while building mutual respect, appreciation and 

understanding one relationship at a time.  

    And if there is one thing that I have learned in these two 

years, it is that our work at its heart is all about relation-

ships. Real trust is developed as relationships evolve and 

grow over time.  It is in the context of these relationships 

where real dialogue can take place on issues of great im-

portance.  It is my prayer that my short time with each of 

you have helped to further this most important work for our 

country and for our world.   

 Please feel free to visit me at my new parish of St. 

Benedict’s in Anchorage.  If you can’t make it anytime 

soon, don’t worry.  As we like to say back home, “If you 

live a good life, say your prayers, be nice to people and 

attend worship regularly, when you die, you might get to 

go to Alaska!” 

 God bless you, and farewell.   

UPCOMING EVENTS! 

might smack of “McCarthyism” and engender an 

environment that will encourage anti-Muslim bias. 

The CEIA is understandably sympathetic to these 

concerns while acknowledging the legitimate need 

to investigate issues pertaining to national security.  

     The committee decided to participate at the high-

est level that of the Executive Committee. 

Archbishop Wilton Gregory, CEIA Chair, com-

mented, “Muslims have been our conference’s part-

ners in interreligious dialogue for over twenty years 

(as they have been for many local dioceses and par-

ishes). Leadership from mosques and national or-

ganizations are prepared in to join their voices with 

our Catholic voice in the public square by defending 

the dignity of human life and in the defense of mar-

riage. It makes sense to stand with them now.”  

Resource on Catholic -Muslim 
Marriage Due Out in May, 2011  

WASHINGTON - In an example of how the work of 

the formal interreligious dialogues directly affects life 

of the Church, the CEIA will soon publish the new 

pastoral resource, The Challenge of Catholic-Muslim 

Marriage: A Pastoral Resource.  The resource is 

based on the work of the Mid-Atlantic dialogue’s re-

cent study on the issue.  It is intended primarily for 

Catholic pastors and others who are involved in mar-

riage preparation ministry, by giving them the theo-

logical, liturgical, pastoral and canonical information 

they need in responding to Catholics who are discern-

ing a marriage with a Muslim.  However, it may also 

be of use to couples themselves and other interested 

parties.  

INSIDE THE BELTWAY                              Fr. Leo Walsh   


