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New Timeline for National Adult
Catechism

consultation thissummer onthesecond draft of theNational Adult

Catechism. They contain morethanfour thousand suggested
amendments. Becauseof thislevel of response, thebishopsonthe Catechism
Committeequickly recognizedthat it would not bephysically possiblefor the
Editorial Oversight Boardto processall theseresponsesand implement any

Q pproximately fifty responseshavebeenreceived asaresult of the

Most Rev. Alfred Hughes necessary or desirablechangesin amanner timely enoughto haveafina draft
Mo Rev.c;:g; e ready for review prior tothisNovember’ sGeneral Assembly. Consequently, the
Most Rev. Daniel DiNardo decisionwasmadeto delay thevoteof approval until thenext timesuchanaction
Most Rev. George Lucas ispossible- November of 2004.

Most Rev. Donald Wuerl
Most Rev. Leonard Blair

Thisextrayear will givethebishopsontheEditorial Oversight Boardandthe
Catechism Committeemoretimetowork onrefining thebook intoitsfinal draft

Consultants: , form. Theaddedtimewill alsoallow for thepossibility of hiring someonetoact
Most Rev. Daniel Buechlein, OSB . . e : . .
Rev. Johd] Pollard astheological editor. Amongtheresponsibilitiesof thistheol ogical editor would

beidentifying additiona termsto bedefined, assuring acons stent presentation of
the Sacramentsand other topics, and of fering suggestionsfor languagethat would
expressdoctrineinboth aconciseand precisemanner. Thiswork will not be
undertaken until changesbased ontheamendmentshavebeenincorporated.

Itisplanned that thework of incorporating accepted amendmentsand the
subsequent review by thetheol ogical editor will takeplacethiscoming fall and
winter. Upon completion of thiswork, thenew text will goto print. Looking
aheadtoavoteof approval at the November 2004 Genera Assembly, the

bi shopsonthe Catechism Committeeare cons dering seeking permissionto send
out thedocument during thesummer of 2004 toallow sufficient timefor each
bishop’ sreview.
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Bishop Gregory Appoints New Member to the
Catechism Committee

GeorgeL ucasof Springfieldinlllinoisasamember of the Ad Hoc Committeeto Overseethe

Useof the Catechism. Bishop Lucasfillsthevacancy left onthe Committeefollowing Arch-
bishop Levada sresignationin April. Prior to hisappointment to the Catechism Committee, Bishop
Lucashad already acted aschair for several conformity reviews, so heisaready familiar withmuch
of theCommittee’ swork and responsibilities.

I nlate June, Bishop Wilton Gregory, asPresident of the USCCB, appointed Bishop

khkkkhkkkhhkkhkhkhkhkkhkkhhkhhkhhkhhkhhhkhhkhhkhhkhhhhhhhkhhkhhkhhkhdhhkhhkhhkhhkhdhkhdhhkhhkhhkhhkhdhkkhkxk,kk,kx%x%x

Committee Holds Annual Meeting with
Publishers

September 4, themembersof the Catechism Committeeheld their annual meetingwith
O publishersof catechetical materias. Thirty-fiveindividuasrepresenting nineteen
companieswerepresent. Initially, the publishersheard updatesonvariousprojects
including the National Directory for Catechesisand the National Adult Catechism. Then, as
hasbeen the caseeach year since 1996, the bi shopson the Committee shared with publishers
insightsthey had gai ned through conformity reviewsthat havetaken placeover thepast year.

Much of theinformation shared thisyear wasgleaned fromworking with material sfor secondary
school age students. One concern the bishopsaddressed wasthetendency to present the Church
anditsteachinginarelativisticmanner. Thiscanbeseeninthelanguageusedto present doctrine,
which canbeinterpretedtoinfer that Church belief isbased on personal opinionrather thanre-
vealedtruth. Itisalso seeninhow the Churchistreated and presented. Very often, referencesto
theChurchimply that sheisoneamong equals. |nsomeinstances, thisimplicationisseenintheuse
of “Chrigtian” whenitismorecorrecttosay “ Catholic.” Other materials, stressing theimportance
that to behappy one should have someset of beliefs, present Catholicteaching asone set of beliefs
among many inwhichthestudentsmay chooseto believe. Another problemthat reviewersare
beginningto bringtothe Committee’ sattentionisthetoneinwhich somehigh school materiasis
beingwritten. Variousreviewershavedescribed thetoneascritical, cynical and evensarcastic.

Whilewritersand editorsmight defend these approaches as acceptable methodol ogiesdesigned to
appeal to adol escents, the Committeeand itsreviewersseetheseashaving adefinitenegative
impact ontheteaching and understanding of thenatureof doctrine. Becauseof this, the Committee
will not grant adecl aration of conformity to catechetical materia sonany level whichdisplay these
or smilar approaches.
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Conformity Listing of Catechetical Texts and Series

SUGGESTIONS FOR READING THIS LIST:
Verify copyright date—an edition in use may not be an edition found to be in conformity.
Verify title and edition—e.g., a School text may carry a conformity declaration while its Parish counterpart does not.

ST= student text TM= teacher manual CM= catechist manual BL=bilingual
S=School P=Parish S/P= single edition applicable to both  S&P= two separate editions, both found to be in conformity

As of September 15, 2003 the following texts and series have been found to be in conformity with the Catechism of the Catholic Church.

Apostolate for Family Consecration

Consecration in Truth ©200| STs, doctrinal content of TMs -8
The Apostolate’s Family Catechism ©2003 ST, doctrinal content of TM high school
Catholic Social Teaching: Learning and Living Justice ©2001 ST high school
Encountering Jesus in the New Testament © 2003 ST high school
Our Sacramental Life: Living and Worshiping

in Christ © 2003 ST high school
Send Out Your Spirit © 2003 ST, doctrinal content of TM high school sacramental prep.
The Church: Our Story ©1999 ST high school
Your Life in Christ: Foundations of Catholic Morality ©200 ST high school
Benziger Family Life ©2001 (3rd printing or later) STs K-8
Christ Jesus, The Way!, S&P © 2003 STs, doctrinal content of CMand TMs ~ K-6
Come Follow Me, S/P ©1998 STs, doctrinal content of TMs K-8
Share the Joy ©1997 STs, doctrinal content of TMs K-6

Brightstar Publishing
Light of the World ©1996(TM/1-3) ©1997(4-6) student booklets, ages 9-13

doctrinal content of TMs
C.R. Publications

Catholicism Series ©1996-1997 STs, doctrinal content of TMs high school
Foundation for the Family
The New Corinthians Curriculum ©1996 teacher curriculum guide, K-8

parent-to-child guide

Harcourt Religion Publishers

Celebrating Our Faith: Confirmation ©2000 ST, doctrinal content of TM sacramental prep.
Celebrating Our Faith: Reconciliation & Eucharist ©2000 English STs, BL STs, sacramental prep.
doctrinal content of TMs
Celebrating Our Faith: Recondiliation & Eucharist, English ST, BL ST, sacramental prep.
Level Il ©2002 doctrinal content of TM

Growing in Love ©200 STs (3-8), student lessons (K-2) K-8

Journey Through the Old Testament ©2002 ST high school
Walking By Faith, S/P ©1999 STs, doctrinal content of TMs K-6

Ignatius Press

Faith and Life © 1984-1987 STs, doctrinal content of TMs -8

Faith and Life © 2002 (grades |-2), © 2003 (grades 3-8) STs, doctrinal content of TMs [-2, 3-8

Image of God © 1986-1993 STs, doctrinal content of TMs K-8, Confirmation,
and resource books Mass Books

Leaflet Missal Company
Project Genesis ©1997 STs, doctrinal content of TMs K-8

Legionaries of Christ

The Treasure of My Catholic Faith © 2003 ST -6
Friends of Jesus © 2003 ST 7-9
Witnesses of Christ © 2003 ST 10-12
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Loyola Press

Christ Our Life, S/P ©1997(P TM©1999) STs, doctrinal content of TMs K-8
Christ Our Life, S/P ©1997/2002(P TM©1999) STs, doctrinal content of TMs K-8
Christ Our Life: Confirmed in the Spirit©1997(P TM©1999) STs, doctrinal content of TMs sacramental prep.
Knowing Our Catholic Faith: Beliefs & Traditions ©2000 student worktexts -8

Midwest Theological Forum
Introduction to Catholicism © 2003 ST high school

Our Moral Life In Christ © 2003 ST high school
Our Sunday Visitor

Catholic Vision of Love © 1996, revised edition STs, doctrinal content of TMs 5-8

Pauline Books & Media

Be Sealed ©1998 ST, doctrinal content of TM sacramental prep.
Jesus Brings Us Life ©1996 ST, doctrinal content of TMs sacramental prep.

Priory Press

Dominican Series © 2000 STs, doctrinal content of TMs high school

RCL ¢ Resources for Christian Living

Eucharist © 2003 ST, doctrinal content of TM sacramental prep.

Eucharistia © 2003 ST, doctrinal content of TM sacramental prep.

Faith First ©2000, 2001 (TM, 3rd printing) STs, doctrinal content of TMs K-6

Faith First Junior High ©2001 STs, doctrinal content of TMs junior high

Nuestra Identidad Catolica ©1998 student workbooks -8

Our Catholic Identity ©1998 student workbooks -8

Recondiliation © 2003 ST, doctrinal content of TM sacramental prep.

Reconciliacién © 2003 ST, doctrinal content of TM sacramental prep.

Understanding the Catechism ©1999 4STs high school

Sadlier (William H. Sadlier, Inc.)

Acercandote a La Fe/Coming to Faith © 1999 BL STs,doctrinal content of |-6 TMs K-6

Coming to Faith/Keystone Edition, S ©1998 & P ©1999 STs, doctrinal content of TMs K-6

Faith and Witness Program, S & P ©1998-1999 STs, doctrinal content of TMs junior high

One Faith, One Lord © 2003 English ST, BL ST, doctrinal junior high
content of English and BL TMs

Sacrament Program: First Reconciliation & Eucharist©2000 English STs, BL STs, doctrinal sacramental prep.
content of TMs and director’s guide

Sadlier We Believe , S & P © 2004 STs, doctrinal content of S TMs K-6

The Spirit Sets Us Free: Confirmation Prep for Youth©2000 English ST, BL ST, doctrinal sacramental prep.

content of English and BL TMs

St. Maron’s Publications

Faith of the Mountain ©2000 STs, doctrinal content of TMs |-8
St. Mary’s Press
Living Justice and Peace © 2002 ST high school
The Catholic Faith Handbook for Youth ©2003 ST high school
Written on Our Hearts (Old Testament) ©2002 ST high school
Silver Burdett Ginn
Blest Are We, P © 2002, S © 2004 STs, doctrinal content of CMand TMs  |-6
Blest Are We Junior High, P © 2003 STs, doctrinal content of CMs 7-8
The Gift of Eucharist ©2000 ST, doctrinal content of TM sacramental prep.
The Gift of Reconcdiliation ©2000 ST, doctrinal content of TM sacramental prep.
This Is Our Faith, S ©1998 STs, doctrinal content of TMs K-8
Vietnamese Catechetical Committee
The Spirit Sets Us Free: Confirmation Prep for Youth ©2001 BL Vietnamese/English ST sacramental prep.
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